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Abstract 


Due to these problems existed in the English classroom in China: overcrowded 
classrooms, inappropriate English learning plans, insufficient English teacher education, and a 
shortage of teaching resources, we intend to implement a solution by holding a workshop online 
and offline, with the official website, to give Chinese English teachers in China a platform to 
discuss the problems they meet in the English classroom and related solutions to improve the 


quality of English classrooms in our country. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 


With the implementation of the policy of "reform and opening up" in the 1970s, English 
as a language of contact with the outside world started to play an essential role in China (China 
Daily, 2010). Especially with globalization, English has a domain position in foreign language 
learning in China, so English has become a compulsory subject for all Chinese students, but 
because English is not a native language for China, China has limited teaching English 
experience. Moreover, China still adopted the traditional teaching mode: exam-oriented 
education in which teachers focus only on students' grades and pays less attention to effective 
teaching strategies for learning English, so the most common model used by teachers in each 
class is: teachers list the knowledge points students need to learn, require students to make a note 
of them, and finally use overload practice to ask students to memorize, all of which lack interest. 
As a result, for Chinese students, English is unattractive to them, they are not willing to learn 
English, and think it is a painful thing. Therefore, this thesis paper aims to identify the problems 
and challenges faced in the Chinese English classes and to find appropriate ways to address these 
challenges to arouse students' interest in learning English. 

The reason why we need to figure out the challenges and struggles that Chinese English 
classes are now facing is simple: Chinese educators are eager to enhance the fun of the English 
classes in China, thus increasing students' motivation to learn English. As a matter of fact, in a 
long run, exam-oriented education mode has made the Chinese English classes fixed and boring, 


and almost all English teachers use the same way to teach English: list the key points of each 


class on blackboard according to the requirement of college entrance exam, ask students to write 
it down, whether they understand it or not, and memorize it by rote. What students have is plenty 
of exercises and homework for them to read and copy, without any activity and strategies in the 
class to help students speak out, which make students feel 1t is painful to learn English. However, 
English is a language that contains four language skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. 
Especially, people who learn English mostly want to have the ability to communicate with native 
speakers. Schools in china seem to forget this main aim of learning. In China, students may be 
good at writing but weak in speaking and listening. It is common to see that today: when Chinese 
students start to study abroad, they feel difficult to communicate with native speakers, and 
sometimes, when they meet students from other countries, they may not understand what they 
are talking about. hence, it is the time for us to figure the problems Chinese English classes have, 
use strategies to solve them to provide high-quality teaching to students. 

There are so many articles about effective strategies some Chinese students who come to 
USA to teach or learn English find it is worth using in Chinese English classes. For instance, Ren 
(2020) and Li (2021) found some strategies which are effective for students to develop their 
speaking skills, Li (2022) found storytelling is an excellent way to use Chinese English 
classroom, and Shu (2020) also found the ways to improve students' reading comprehension. 
They all tell us valuable and effective strategies in a different part of English learning for 
Chinese students, but only a few people summarize the challenges and struggle now we have in 
the Chinese English classes and tell us the possible strategies to solve all these problems, all of 
which are what this thesis paper focus on. 

As for accomplishing this task, I have some advantages. First, my undergraduate major is 


Chinese Language and Literature, in which I have gained a deep understanding of Chinese 


culture. In addition, with the experience of studying English in China for nearly 15 years, I have 
gained a deep understanding of the Chinese English learning mode. When I studied in China, 
many classmates around me developed an aversion to learning English due to excessive study 
pressure and overly uninteresting classes. Last but not least, I also gained valuable learning 
experience in the USA. While studying in the United States during this time, I deeply understood 
the challenge Chinese students will face when they come to America. During this time period, I 
felt the differences between the Chinese and American classes and found many interesting 
strategies which should have good results on arousing students' interest in learning if applied to 
the Chinese English classroom. 

The project I plan to do is to create a workshop. In my opinion, attending a workshop is a 
good way for English teachers in China to communicate and share what problems they have in 
their classrooms, what strategies they have found to be effective, and what they think are good 
teaching resources for their students to learn English more effectively. I think the workshop can 
be conducted online and offline so that even teachers in remote areas can have the chance to 
attend the workshop online to share their opinion with other colleagues. 

I also plan to create an official website for the workshops, posting the time of each 
workshop and a link to participate in the workshop online, as well as providing records of the 
workshops so that even English teachers who miss the workshop can watch them at any time 
when they are free. I also plan to create an online section on the website where teachers can 
share strategies they find helpful, effective learning methods. When they have questions, they 
can also post their questions on the official website, and other teachers who see them can answer 


them and express their opinions. 


Chapter 2: Literary Review 


Chapter 2: Literary Review 


The English language is the international language that spreads widest. It is used in 
almost every part of the world and has become a global language. The number of people who 
speak English as their native tongue is increasing dramatically. English has been an international 
language of business, travel, and politics for centuries, and its importance is growing. More and 
more people are seeing the value of studying English as the world becomes more connected. For 
example, in China, English is the most important language other than the first mother tongue, so 
Chinese students must learn English well. However, many problems in teaching English in China 
need to be solved by scholars. 

It is well known in China that English is a compulsory subject in the college entrance 
examination (Wu, 2001); however, learning English in a Chinese language environment is a 
rather daunting task. Millions of EFL students enroll in regular English classes that meet for four 
hours each week for 18 weeks during the school year, and for four to eight terms throughout their 
time in college (Wu, 2001). The objective for people who do not major in English is to 
communicate effectively in English at work, but few have acquired the essential skills (citation). 
In reality, despite the fact that English language teaching (ELT) is a significant profession 
undergoing reform and renovation, it appears to fall well short of satisfying the needs caused by 
the nation's rapid advancements in the economy, science, and technology, as well as from more 


communication with the outside world (Qin,1999). Finding the appropriate method of teaching 


English is crucial for this reason. As a result, TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) has become more and more popular in China during the past ten years (Wu, 2001). 

The field of teaching English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) has grown in 
popularity over the past ten years, with most TESOL programs being offered in China and the 
US. Both nations have a lengthy history of teaching English, but their approaches and techniques 
are very different (Huang, 2006). While in China, the emphasis is frequently on grammar and 
rote memorization, in the US, a more communicative approach is adopted that places more 
emphasis on utilizing English in everyday circumstances (Huang, 2006). The various strategies 
are explained by the various aims of the educational systems in the various nations. 

Gathering information regarding the difficulties faced by teachers in Chinese English 
classrooms is the goal of this literature review. The lack of teaching materials, inadequate 
resources, lack of professional teacher education, and unfavorable working conditions are only a 
few of the difficulties teachers in Chinese English classrooms face (Hasanah & Utami, 2020). 
The following measures can be utilized to address these issues: (1) creating efficient teaching 
techniques, (2) strengthening teachers' professional abilities, (3) providing enough resources and 
facilities, and (4) improving teacher education. I intend to organize a workshop to address these 


issues in order to achieve these goals. 


Current Situation for English Teaching in China 

Classroom management 

Classroom management is the process of encouraging positive student achievement and 
behavior with the goal of increasing student self-control. Academic achievement, teacher 


efficacy, and teacher and student behavior are all closely related to classroom management. 


In Chinese English classes, there are two obvious problems. First, most classroom 
teaching in China is teacher-centered; The first thing you learn in elementary school in Chinese 
classrooms is that "teachers are right" and that students must keep quiet in class. In-class debate 
with your teacher is a sign of disrespect. Teachers have authority, and students cannot challenge 
them. When they ask them for clarity, they will usually say, "This is from the book; just 
remember it.(Press, 2020)” 

The second problem is classroom size, which is also the most difficult case in China. 
Teaching English to a small group of students is the most effective confirguration (Broughton et 


al., 2003). Because learning English involves four skills—listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing—a class of 20-25 students is effective. This number, however, might be difficult for 


several countries, such as China, as the respondent mentioned that each district only has one 
school (Hasanah & Utami, 2020). Looking at developing countries or even developed countries 


that are non-NESCs(non-native English-speaking countries), they still face this issue—too large 


classroom size. This issue is likely to be solved by implementing various teaching strategies and 
methods, as well as supplementary material to teach English in large classroom sizes (Hasanah & 
Utami, 2020), In China, it is common to see that one grade had seven classes, with each class 
having 50 students. It was a large number, making it difficult for teachers to keep track of each 
student's progress (Hasanah & Utami, 2018). 

Pickering (2008) also argued that two difficulties that teachers face in the classroom are: 
(1) the difficulty of maintaining order in large classes, and (2) the concerted noise-making of the 


disruptive pupils. 


English Language Planning 


Language planning was thought to be done utilizing a widely based team approach from 
an objective, ideologically and politically neutral technology standpoint in which the identity of 
the planners mattered little as long as they possessed the needed range of technical abilities 
(Kaplan & Jr, 1997). 

Although a problem with theory dictates that such policy choices should be based on 
information regarding community language requirements and learner needs (see, for example, 
Kaplan & Baldauf, 1997; van Els, 2005), in reality, policy choices have little to do with either. 
Instead, they deal with how language(s) are seen by the Ministry of Education and, to a lesser 
extent, how society as a whole (Kaplan, 2004).. 

The age, ability, attitude, or motivation of learners are rarely taken into consideration by 
policymakers. They frequently represent the viewpoints and attitudes favored at the highest 
levels of the planning process and have a top-down structure; they seldom address the linguistic 
requirements or preferences of any particular culture or community. Indeed, the wants and 
preferences of the target population may very well be the least significant consideration in such 
planning choices (Kaplan, 2004). 

English has been included to the elementary school curriculum in an increasing number 
of Chinese cities in recent years (Sun, 2022). The primary/junior high/senior high stage and the 


university stage, which encompass a total of 14-16 years, are being planned as two stages of the 


learning process. The learning process should ideally be cumulative with varied subgoals and 
strategies at various phases, which are inevitably bound by the developmental traits of the 
learners' cognitive development and their learning environment(Sun, 2022). In truth, the 
reformers still lack a solid foundation upon which to design the order of learning. Additionally, 


curriculum reformers lack a method for assessing the planning at this time (Sun, 2022). A further 


challenge is that in a vast nation like China, any planning must take into account how unevenly 
the learners' English proficiency levels are developing. To overcome these curricular and 


assessment concerns, research is required (Kaplan, 2013). 


Teacher Education 

Children from multilingual households, children from minority or immigrant families, 
children from nations having two (or more) official languages, and children from nations where 
the local language is completely predominate are the four groups of bilingual education that exist 
globally (Ming, 2016). The majority of bilingual education falls under the second group in the 
United States, the third and first categories in Canada, Singapore, and Luxembourg, and the 


fourth category—the most challenging—in China (Ming, 2016). 


The problem teachers have in China is mainly focusing on the insufficient training. 
Recording to insufficient training, the lack of a language assessment knowledge 
requirement in the teacher qualification test and the lack of LAL training for in-service teachers 

in China can also be attributed to insufficient training for EFL instructors who are currently 
teaching. To get the teacher's qualification certificate, candidates who want to teach in public 
schools must pass a two-part test. The first section consists of a paper-and-pencil exam that 
gauges applicants' overall competence, pedagogical knowledge, teaching skills, and language 
proficiency (grammar, writing,and reading in particular). The last portion is an interview where 
candidates present a demo class to the judges for around 15 to 20 minutes (National Education 
Examination Authority [NEEA], 2012).However, the applicants' language evaluation skills are 
not given significant weight during the entire exam. Additionally, China's in-service EFL 


instructors could not obtain enough professional training. Only 39% of the instructors in the 


study had expertise conducting language assessments, according to his report (2019), and most 
teachers had to depend on their own classroom management skills to administer exams.In one of 
the Chinese cities, it is also apparent that LAL training for teachers is being neglected. Only 30 
persons had the chance to attend the workshop that briefly discussed language evaluation, which 
was attended by headmasters and in-service teachers from elementary and middle schools 
together (MOE, 2020). As Yan et al. (2018) noted, instructors' experience can compensate for 
inadequate preparation, but LAL training is still essential, particularly for EFL teachers who lack 
prior teaching experience. This might be a valid explanation for why Chinese parents and 
students typically favor senior professors and are reluctant to study with younger ones. 

The one should not be ignored is Exam-oriented education mode,The main goals of this 
study were to assess the LAL level of in-service EFL instructors in junior high schools in China, 
taking into account the examination-oriented atmosphere and the constantly evolving educational 
regulations, and to investigate the potential causes of the current level by evaluating LAL models 
and their empirical investigations in China(Sun, 2022). 

English has been included to the elementary school curriculum in an increasing number 
of Chinese cities in recent years. The primary/junior high/senior high stage and the university 


stage, which encompass a total of 14-16 years, are being planned as two stages of the learning 


process. The learning process should ideally be cumulative with varied subgoals and strategies at 
various phases, which are inevitably bound by the developmental traits of the learners' cognitive 
development and their learning environment. In truth, the reformers still lack a solid foundation 
upon which to design the order of learning. Additionally, curriculum reformers lack a method for 
assessing the planning at this time. A further challenge is that in a vast nation like China, any 


planning must take into account how unevenly the learners' English proficiency levels are 


developing. To overcome these curricular and assessment concerns, research is required(Kaplan, 


2013). 


Material: textbook 

The ability to evaluate textbooks is a crucial one that all educators and teachers should 
possess. Textbooks have an impact on what professors teach, what students learn, and to some 
extent how they learn it, as McGrath (2002) noted. Richards (2001) offered more evidence in 
favor of the idea that textbooks are an essential element that provide the basis for lesson plans, 
teach students the skills they need to know, and allow for a variety of practice activities. 
Additionally, textbooks provide examples of language, direct the creation of a course curriculum, 
and provide a wealth of useful materials for language schools, including teaching strategies and 
terminology (Aftab, 2011). As a result, a good textbook may really aid teachers in approaching 
effective teaching activities, and it becomes more important to know how to evaluate the various 
textbooks. 

In China, textbooks are crucial for formal ELT. They offer suggestions for methods and 
techniques as well as direction or imposition of the learning process. Materials also provide some 
form of education. In order to structure and support systematic, successful English language 
acquisition, high-quality resources are required in light of the significant curriculum revisions 
and the following rollout of new curricula. Publishers of ELT materials and educators have made 
an effort to meet the need. 

The "Chinese cultural aphasia" in English teaching is currently a widespread issue in 
China. High school, which is the last level of English instruction before higher education, is a 


crucial time for students to develop their cross-cultural communication abilities. It is undeniably 
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difficult to develop the talents with Chinese sentiment, global vision, cross-cultural 
communication ability, diversified thinking, and social responsibility needed for the development 
of our society when there is a lack of local culture in high school English textbooks, which is one 
of the primary channels to feed into Chinese culture.In this study, we examine the existing high 
school English textbooks (in Renminbi) and discover that the selection and organization of 
cultural elements mostly suffer from four issues: a lack of systematization, a lack of modernity, 
and an emphasis on input rather than output. 

Publisher should be aware that the balance of the four components—listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing—is not taken into account and that the structure of the textbooks is not 
systematic. There aren't many images in the textbooks, and those that are the majority don't 


reflect students' psychology. 


Assessment 

Language testing is a particularly important method of evaluation in Chinese education. 
Large-scale tests with a largely multiple-choice format and a structuralism-based design have 
been proven to significantly restrict language instruction. Improvements are needed, say 
educators and officials. Modern language testing theories have directed coordinated efforts 
toward developing alternative, more task-based test designs while existing test designs are being 
refined. These new assessments, in contrast to older ones, give speaking and writing adequate 
consideration.They are created with the intention of fostering learning. Many seasoned language 
instructors have used formative evaluation as a teaching method throughout the years, but there 
hasn't been much study done on it in China or elsewhere. These studies appear to be necessary to 


support language testing(Wu, 2001). 
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Assessment is a tool used by EFL teachers in China who are under pressure from high- 
stakes exams to gauge how well their pupils are preparing for the tests. Assessment should be 
viewed as feedback for instructors to enhance their efficiency and effectiveness in the classroom 
in order to support students' learning development, according to MOE's reform of 2001. To assist 
students develop their language and communicative ability, teachers must engage them in active 


learning. However, while significant examinations like: Zhongkao (high school entrance 
examination) remained the same, classroom instruction and evaluations were still exam- 


focused (Shao, 2015).In order to stop the phenomena of studying for exams and to increase 
students' English-language proficiency, MOE (2019) announced the abolition of test standards 
for junior high schools in mainland China. The former extensive emphasis on test criteria may 
make it difficult for teachers to adapt and discover appropriate learning resources and 
evaluations for their pupils. However, teachers may instruct and grade pupils using former 
Zhongkao exams and model responses, which would prevent the new rules from being put into 


effect (Sun, 2022). 


Current situation of English teaching in U.S 

Classroom management 

Chinese classrooms differ significantly from American classrooms in that they place 
more emphasis on students’ capacity for critical thought. The act of making decisions based on 
an objective analysis and evaluation of a situation is known as critical thinking. In American 
schools, educators encourage students to think for themselves and express their own opinions. In 


other words, they prefer their students to speak up and defend their opinions over sitting silently 
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in class. If a student criticizes a teacher's opinions in front of others while providing convincing 
arguments, the teacher will be proud of their children rather than humiliated(Press, 2020). 

Americans have also conducted a great deal of study into the advantages of small 
classrooms and how to implement them in actual classroom settings. Class size and staff-to- 
student ratios are frequently employed as measures of quality in colleges and universities in the 
USA (Bandiera et al., 2010; Martin, 2015). A greater understanding of the advantages and 
difficulties of changing university policy around one aspect in this calculation is required since 
these metrics affect university rankings and institutions face multiple demands to improve. At the 
post secondary level, research on the impact of class size has looked at a variety of outcomes, 
including achievement, student involvement, attitude, and student assessments of 
instruction. While some research contend that larger classes have a detrimental impact on direct 
measures of student learning( Kogl et al., 2016) , many others indicate no impacts or mixed 
results ( De Paola et al., 2013; Matta et al., 2015). The concept that students perceive a better 
learning experience when class sizes are smaller, however, is constantly supported by literature. 
For instance, when class sizes are smaller, students tend to give teachers and courses higher 
evaluations ( Sapelli and Illanes, 2016). 

Additionally, students in smaller courses report learning more, being more engaged, and 
having a more positive attitude toward the subject matter ( Monks and Schmidt, 2011). 
Pedagogy, where teachers in smaller courses employ more active learning strategies, and 
personalization, where students receive more individualized attention in smaller situations, are 
two potential explanations for this higher engagement (Arias and Walker, 2004). These results 
are corroborated by research done at a medium-sized polytechnic in the United Kingdom. 


Researchers discovered that first-year students in big, introductory classes felt alone and were 
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reluctant to speak out or ask questions. Similarly, teachers who taught big courses said it was 
challenging to build relationships with the pupils (Ward and Jenkins, 1992).AII these research 
shows us the benefits of small-size classes and the the feasibility of small class sizes, we can 


learn from it and develop a mode which suitable for our English classes in China. 


English language planning 

"Critical thinking" is the first concept that comes to us when I think about American 
education. In contrast to Chinese education, which is ostensibly designed to prevent pupils from 
having any inquiries, the American educational system encourages students to ask questions. 
This results in a problem where some kids read nonstop but never think, and where some 
students perform well academically but lack the analytical skills. The third distinction is that 
social activities are given equal weight in American education as intellectual courses. Learning 
doesn't just happen in school. Students frequently have a lot of free time for social 
interactions(Press, 2022). Besides this, after doing some research on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) in the United States, I discovered that they differ from our traditional 
educational standards in that they place a greater emphasis on the accomplishment of learning 
objectives than on the guidance and certification of teachers' instructional strategies. They are all 


the good things which deserve our Chinese English teachers to learn. 


Teacher education 
The end-of-semester evaluation is crucial for new teachers since, unlike in China, 
American schools are not required to prepare a lengthy year-end report for teacher evaluations. 


The administrator and district leaders occasionally visit the classroom for 15 minutes to observe 
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how the teacher is directing instruction and managing the classroom. They then write a report. 
This is an example of a "informal" evaluation. The other assessment method is called "formal," 
and it involves the principal going into the classroom to see a lesson in progress before having a 
formal chat and writing a report. The teacher's future employment is impacted by all that has 
happened. The principal will assess the kids' eagerness to learn, the climate in the classroom, and 
other factors.In order to prepare students for the teaching profession, the school specifically 
refers to aspects of the standard teacher preparation process that the principal will specifically 
look for in the classroom. These aspects include a positive classroom environment, the children's 
willingness to ask questions, and their level of focus in the classroom, all of which we don't look 
for in China. 

I also noticed that in the US, there is a high possibility that a teacher will be fired if they 
keep failing the assessments. In contrast to our Chinese educators, who may have a low chance 
of being fired by schools if they pass the teacher certification exam, regardless of how 


unprofessional the teachers are. 


Materials: Textbook 

CCSS ( 2012) refers to the U.S. Cross-Continental Common Core Curriculum Standards. 
Unlike our conventional educational standards, the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) place 
a greater focus on attaining teaching objectives and less on overly directing or restricting 
instructors' instructional strategies. Thus, unlike in China where we are only able to use the book 
the MOE mandates, instructors in the USA can pick other English textbooks and materials to 
match their students' requirements and assist pupils achieve the standards of CCSS (California 


Department of Education, 2010). 
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Assessment 

The United States evaluates students with the following characteristics: at first, In the 
United States, comprehensive and integrated assessment has replaced cognitive testing as the 
main component of student evaluation. The focus of the assessment subject knowledge moves to 
place an emphasis on students' aptitude for learning, attitudes and emotions, spirit of invention, 
and practical skills. Secondly, American student assessment is diverse. Different students have 
different assessments. Their teachers will develop a variety of methods, multiple testing 
opportunities, and open qualitative assessment combined with testing.and also American student 
assessment is scientific in nature. Due to the use of some modern evaluation techniques and tools, 
especially the use of a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, and the assessment 
results to make an objective interpretation. Last but not least, American students’ evaluation 
methods are diversified. From goal-oriented evaluation to formative evaluation, attention is paid 


to analytical and diagnostic aspects, and comprehensive evaluation is implemented. 


Development Aspects of English Teaching in China 

In terms of classroom management compared to small-size classes in the U.S. China 
classroom have at least 30-40 students in each class (citation). On this basis, each student is 
given a good opportunity to express his or her opinion, correct his or her pronunciation and 
improve the accuracy of the words used. Thus, what China needs to improve is the class sizes 
they offer and only in that way, the class will become more effective. 

In addition, as Rogoff (1990) emphasized, teachers should connect with students in a way 


that is productive and intentional, transferring information and enhancing their academic 
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performance-related skills and talents (see Pianta, 2017, p.81). In this regard, it is stated that the 
methods instructors like to employ and the professional tools they use for classroom 
management have a significant impact on the successful actualization of education. 

In regards toEnglish language planning and textbooks, One of the essential parts of our 
English teachers should notice is critical thinking and the belief that the curriculum is not just 
about language learning but ultimately about developing children's ability to think and explore 
and solve problems (citation). 

And about assessment: what is worth learning from the U.S. teaching reform in China is 
that, in addition to testing, sufficient attention should be paid to the process of students’ cognitive 
development and the use of qualitative assessment of students' ability to achieve in their 
academic evaluation. Instead of concentrating on one mode of evaluation, we should select 
various evaluation strategies in accordance with various evaluation purposes, combine the 
quantitative assessment and executive assessment of Pingjiang to complement each other's 
strengths and weaknesses, and accurately and fairly reflect students' academic achievements. 

Last but not least, teacher education is the most important part. Firstly, the school should 
hire excellent English teachers or experts to train teachers in professional skills so that they can 
gain more and better experience; and at the same time, teachers should be organized to exchange 
experiences and discuss teaching methods and teaching skills together to find out the most 
suitable methods for students' English learning. We also need to strengthen communication with 
the outside world to improve one's own abilities. By communicating with others and 
communicating with other teachers, we can learn from the good experiences of others and 


recognize our own shortcomings and deficiencies. 
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Conclusion 
Teachers need to understand the importance of implementing technology in the ESL 

classroom as a vehicle that promotes language learning and creates opportunities for social 
interaction among learners. In the case of PC, it has been shown to be a highly effective learning 
approach. This finding is supported by experts in the area who demonstrated its benefits. The 
integration of online learning activities that imply the development of reading, writing, grammar, 
and listening skills can benefit from face-to-face sessions with the instructor. Additionally, 
learners benefit from the use of mobile devices and gadgets that allow them flexibility and 
convenience in connecting and engaging with the content anytime, anywhere. Therefore, the 
implementation of FC creates an ideal scenario for language learning, but it also challenges 
teachers to adapt their instruction to the technology. Since FC does benefit the learners, 
providing teachers with resources and guidance is necessary for effective implementation. 

The development areas I mentioned are just a part of them, there are plenty of good 
strategies to deal with the the problems our Chinese English teachers, And the best way for us to 
communicate is to create a workshop, to create a platform for more colleagues to communicate 


with each other and find the most suitable way to improve our English classes efficiency. 
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Chapter 3: Project Design 


In this chapter, I explain the rationale for creating a workshop for Chinese English teachers who 
have difficulty teaching English in their classes. This workshop provides an opportunity for 
Chinese English instructors to interact and exchange information on the difficulties they have in 
the classroom, the helpful solutions they have found, and the instructional resources they feel 
will help their students learn English more efficiently. Teachers should not just imitate the 
teaching style that Chinese teachers have been applying in English classes: the teacher lists the 
points that students need to learn, asks them to memorize them, and then uses an overload of 
exercises to press them to remember. This learning model is dull and causes many students 

to lose interest in learning English. In other words, teachers should recognize the difficulties and 
challenges encountered in Chinese English lessons and devise appropriate solutions to these 
problems in order to increase students' enthusiasm for studying English. 

Teaching workshops are greatly beneficial to teachers. First and foremost, regarding the 
definition of a teaching workshop, It is a face-to-face meeting in which a group of participants 
engages in in-depth conversation, acquires knowledge, discusses viewpoints, and engages in 
practical activities on a specific subject (Teacher Workshops - Meaning, Definition & 
Importance, 2021). Then, based on the literature review, we can conclude that there are several 
issues in English teaching classes in China, which include a lack of classroom management, 
improper English language planning, unprofessional teacher education, and inadequacies in 


textbooks as teaching materials and student assessment (Wu, 2001). Moreover, the teaching 
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environment in China differs from that of other English-learning nations in reality, hence, in 
addition to those major problems, there are some minor problems in China (Hasanah & Utami, 
2020). Last but not least, different problems should be treated differently based on the teaching 
environment, as well as diverse educational resources in different regions, therefore, different 
regions' desires are various. By providing as many teachers as possible the chance to increase 
students' motivation in studying English, the workshop becomes more valuable. 

Teaching workshops are beneficial for a variety of reasons. The first and most important 
reason is that they are quite inexpensive. In this way, spending time together, getting to know 
one another better, and learning new things may be simple for teachers who serve in poor regions 
(they earn very little money, and the majority of them even have no salary) (Teaching Workshop 
- Meaning and Definition, 2021).. Furthermore, the teaching workshop is inspiring. Teachers at a 
workshop have diversebackgrounds. They will share their experiences and thoughts while 
discussing the best teaching strategy. After the workshop, teachers will apply what they've 
learned about the most effective strategy in the class to improve student performance (Teacher 
Workshops - Meaning, Definition & Importance, 2021). 

The final product of this project is a workshop that helps English teachers in China learn 
and develop new teaching methods, classroom management strategies, technological 
advancements, etc. Briefly said, the Teacher Workshops offer English teachers chances for 
general continuous improvement so they may can use their skills to the greatest extent 
(teachmint@wp, 2021a). English instructors in China may interact and share ideas regarding 
how to teach English more effectively by engaging in workshops. The workshop will be held 
both online and offline, allowing teachers in remote poor areas to participate online and share 


their views with colleagues from other regions of China. 
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Ultimately, this workshop will also create an official website that will provide the times, 
dates, and locations of each workshop, as well as a link for online participation. Organizers will 
also post recordings of the workshops online so that English instructors who are unable to attend 
can watch them that when they have time. Moreover, I want to construct a section of the website 
just for teachers to discuss the helpful and effective teaching methods they have discovered. 
Questions can be addressed and solutions can be offered by other English teachers who have 
effective solutions to this problem. At the same time, when other teachers encounter the same 


problem in the future, they can find solutions on the official website and address it efficiently. 
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Chapter 4: The Project 


The current project is a workshop that also includes the building of an educational 
workshop website to assist Chinese English teachers in increasing the quality of English 
lessons. Due to the three challenges we have in Chinese English courses as a result of 
unsuitable governmental guidelines: overcrowded classroom size, insufficient teacher 
training, and inadequate teaching materials and evaluation, the website will contain three 
essential elements to help English teachers in China enhance the quality and efficiency of 
their English lessons. Furthermore, the website will give a forum for English teachers to 
express their views and share their beneficial strategies with their colleagues in order to 
make their English classes more appealing and easier for students to comprehend. 

The name of the website is ENG WORKSHOP (Figure 4.1) and the web address is 


https://shuyuanpan8.wixsite.com/my-site-3. 
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Leadership Technology in 
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Figure 4.1: Home Page 
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Teachers will discover three parts on the main page to learn more about what this website 
has, a quick overview of the articles relevant to English teaching, and a link to a website where 
English teachers may acquire more resources about listening, reading, speaking, and writing 


(Figure 4.2). 
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Figure 4.3: ARTICLES 

There are several articles about English teaching in the first link, " ARTICLES" (Figure 
4.3), and teachers can find brief information about the most recent articles uploaded to this 
website, as well as an article that highlights the main difference between the Chinese and 
American education systems, which is also an essential article for English teachers in China to 
recognize the difference and understand they should adapt the strategies and materials according 
to a Chinese education system. 
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Figure 4.3: ARTICLES 
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In the second link called “ABOUT” (Figure 4.4), just as what title tell us, there is a short 
introduction about the workshop, and from here teachers can know the aim of this workshop.The 
aim of this workshop is help English teachers exchange ideas and teaching methods in order to 


enhance the effectiveness and quality of our Chinese English sessions. 
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Figure 4.4: ABOUT 


The third document is the *WORKSHOP" (See Figure 4.5). This part will provide the 
teachers with location and time about where teachers can talking with their colleagues. There 
will also provide a zoom link for teachers who maybe not able to participate the offline 


workshop, they can chat with other teachers online. And you can alsp see the detail information 


about the workshop in this page. 


26 


27 


BDU T r, URSCPIBE 


1st worshop 


202222) FHG B - 2022£E!1 H'6E] 


an 


-c Brainstorm-how.to make 


wor'elasses interesting 


FORUM CONTACT SUBSOJIGE 


sel in your English 


27 


G 


28 


Education Oz SEARCH. 


ARTICLES ABOUT FORUM CONTACT SUBSCRIBE 


sample lesson For sample classes, you can watch the video by clicking the 


verb tense in TOEFL link 


lesson plan mode! 1 
optional lesson plan can be 


used in the future classes lesson pian model 2 


ierb tense in toefl sample classes: ppt. answer key, lesson plan 


more examples 


Figure 4.5: WORKSHOP 

The final document is the *Forums" (See Figure 4.6). This part will provide teachers a 
place to upload their lessons plans, articles, teaching materials and everything they want to share 
with others. Also if they have some questions about teaching, they can upload on this page and 


other teachers will answer it. 


28 


29 


-—- 


J 


RKSHOP 


Figure 4.6: Forum 

In this "FORUM" section, the materials previously upload here is the most basic 
documents need each English teacher in china to know and understand. With the help of these 
resources, the teacher may gain more knowledge about what problems they face at current 
situation, how to handle various difficulties and cater to various demands in the classroom. The 
profile will also serve as a guidelines for teachers before they create lessons that enable students 
to be more independent and incorporate teaching methods that are appropriate for their 
circumstances, interests, and skills. 

These documents tell teachers what current weakness Chinese English teachers have, and 
tell them the necessity of enhance classroom management skills, and also provide some 
assessments guidelines that can be used in English classes in China to give the students more 
opportunities to interact and express their learning. Likewise, these documents can be divided to 
three kinds: classroom management, technology in classroom and materials and assessments in 
China, which are all most concern topic for Chinese English Teachers. 

The following documents are already on the website and will be a great help for the 


English teachers in China (Figure4.7). Although there are just limited articles suitable for 
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Figure 4.7: Forum 


In concluding the project, the goal is to give the Chinese English teachers a place, a 
platform to communicate and share their ideas for a better English education quality in 
China. The facilitator invites English teachers in China to participate and express 
themselves and let them have a better understanding of currents situation of English 


teaching in China to find a better way to teach Chinese students English. 
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Chapter 5: Conclusions 


Learning a new language may be unpleasant and time-consuming for both students and 
teachers. Teachers may struggle to make the class effective and interesting if there is no platform 
for them to exchange ideas and seek support in understanding the difficulties they face, such as 
poor classroom management, insufficient teacher training, and a lack of relevant and varied 
teaching resources. Students may find the classroom tedious, which is detrimental to vocabulary 
acquisition. For language learners to practice and use their new language with confidence, they 
need to feel relaxed and at ease. The instructor is in charge of creating an environment that 
enables language learners to succeed. The creation of a workshop that enables instructors to 
exchange ideas, get assistance, and learn is therefore crucial. 

The study for this project taught me more about the problems in Chinese English 
classrooms. I discovered that present education systems in China still prioritize student 
accomplishment over the process of learning and whether or not students make meaningful 
progress inin the process, which contrasts sharply with my experiences in the United States. 
Although the Chinese government has emphasized the need to decrease the burden of learning on 
students several times, the highhanded policies, inflexible teaching strategies, and materials have 
made studying English for Chinese students tedious and painful. As a result, there is an urgent 
need to change the English classroom in China to help students develop an interest in English 
and study it more efficiently. 

I hope this project I created can help English teachers in China improve their teaching 
quality; they can know the shortcomings our current English classes have in China and then find 


the most appropriate solutions through simultaneous online and offline workshops to solve these 
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problems. The most important thing is that Chinese English teachers can learn more teaching 
strategies and will make English classes in China less boring for students and better master 
English. 

So that the quality of English teaching in China can be continuously improved, it needs to 
be based on the continuous efforts of all of us English teachers to learn new things, find out our 
shortcomings, and find appropriate solutions to problems through workshops. The most 
important thing is to pay attention to the changes in education policies and update teaching 
materials to meet different needs and to teach students in a better and more appropriate way. 
From a macro point of view, I hope that the Chinese education authorities will make changes in 
the English language regulations and teaching materials to make them more relevant to real life 
so that more schools and teachers in China can change their teaching methods, be more 
innovative, and not only adopt the rote learning method, but also make the classes more 
interesting. My workshop website may only help a few Chinese English teachers all at once, but 


it is a good step forward to slowly changing the current situation in Chinese English classrooms. 
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“The challenges and struggles of teachers in Chinese English classroom: 
strategies for improvement.” 


(Major: TESOL E Shuyuan pan 


Bachground 


| come from China, 

| went to Greensboro College school this year and now | 
am living in school campus in Greensboro college. 
recently | will back to China, and Soon | will return to 


China and plan to be an English teacher in China. 


TOPIC 


“The challenges and struggles of teachers in Chinese English classroom: 
strategies for improvement. d 


Classroom management 
Too big classroom size 
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solved by implementing various 
teaching strategies and methods, 
also including supplementary 
material to teach English in big 


classroom sizes. 


English language 
planning 


Teacher Education Textbook and Materials 


Lack of professional E SE . 

Lack of diverisity, interesting,and 
teacher education PME 

lack of variation in assignment 


requirements for students 


Literature Highlights 
textbook 


^ 
X 


x 


, \ 
e Pickering (2008) supports that some \ e textbook evaluation is an essential `, 
/ d 


\ 


N 
/ challenges encountered by the teachers in. . skill that all teachers and educators, 


the classroom are : (1) teachers are should grasp. As McGrath (2002) 
unable to control the students in large suggested, textbooks influence 
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Teacher education 


Insufficient training can also account for in-service EFL teachers” LAL level in China because of the absence of language 
assessment knowledge requirement in teacher's qualification test and LAL training for in-service teachers. For people 
who wish to teach in public schools, they must pass a two-part examination to get the teacher's qualification certificate. 
The first part is a paper-pencil test that measures candidates' comprehensive quality, pedagogical knowledge, teaching 
ability, and language ability (grammar, writing,and reading in particular). The other part is an interview in which 
candidates give a demo class to the examiners for approximately 15 to 20 minutes (National Education Examination 
Authority [NEEA], 2012). The whole test does not put much emphasis on the candidates’ language assessment ability, 
though. Apart from this, in-service EFL teachers in China may receive inadequate professional training.He 
(2019)reported that there were only 39% of teachers in the survey whohad language assessment training 
experience,and teachers in general needed to rely on their personal teaching experience to conduct tests. The neglect 
of training teachers’ LAL can also be sensed in one of the citiesin China. Headmasters and in-service teachers from 
elementary and middleschoolscombined together, only 30 people had theopportunity to attend the training that 
somewhat touchedon language assessment(MOE, 2020). Admittedly, teachers' experience can compensate for the 
insufficient training as was suggested by Yan etal.(2018); however,LAL training is still crucial, especially the EFLteachers 
who have no teaching experience to rely on. This might be a plausible explanation of why it is a norm that Chinese 
parents and students prefer senior teachers and are unwilling to learn with young teachers. 

Reference:Sun, Y. (2022). A Review and Discussion of In-service EFL Teachers’ Language Assessment Literacy Level in 
Junior High School in China. Studies in Applied Linguistics and TESOL, 21(2). https://doi.org/10.52214/salt.v21i2.9060 


Project 


Due to the following problems in the Chinese English classroom: overcrowded classrooms, inappropriate 
English learning plans, insufficient English teacher education, and a lack of teaching resources, we intend 
to implement a solution by holding a workshop online and offline, with the official website, to provide a 
platform for Chinese English teachers in China to discuss the problems they face in the English classroom 
and related solutions to improve the quality of English. 


The name of the website is ENG WORKSHOP (Figure 4.1) and the web address is 


https://shuyuanpan8.wixsite.com/my-site-3. 
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Teachers will discover three parts on the main page to learn more about what this website 
has, a quick overview of the articles relevant to English teaching, and a link to a website where 
English teachers may acquire more resources about listening, reading, speaking, and writing 
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The Differences Between 
Education Systems in China 
and the United States 


There are several articles about English teaching in the first link, "ARTICLES" , and teachers can find brief information about the most recent articles 


uploaded to this website, as well as an article that highlights the main difference between the Chinese and American education systems, which is 


also an essential article for English teachers in China to recognize the difference and understand they should adapt the strategies and materials 


according to a Chinese education system. 
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In the second link called “ABOUT" , just as what title tell us, there is a short introduction about the 
workshop, and from here teachers can know the aim of this workshop.The aim of this workshop is help 
English teachers exchange ideas and teaching methods in order to enhance the effectiveness and quality of 
our Chinese English sessions. 
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teachers with location and time about where teachers can talking with their colleagues. There 
will also provide a zoom link for teachers who maybe not able to participate the offline 


workshop, they can chat with other teachers online 
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The final document is the “Forums” . This part will provide teachers a 
place to upload their lessons plans, articles, teaching materials and everything they want to share 


with others. Also if they have some questions about teaching, they can upload on this page and 
other teachers will answer it. 
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In this "FORUM" section, the materials previously upload here is the most basic documents need each 
English teacher in china to know and understand. With the help of these resources, the teacher may gain 
more knowledge about what problems they face at current situation, how to handle various difficulties and 
cater to various demands in the classroom. 


The profile will also serve as a guidelines for teachers before they create lessons that enable students to be more 
independent and incorporate teaching methods that are appropriate for the ircircumstances, interests, and skills. 
These documents tell teachers what current weakness Chinese English teachers have, and tell them the necessity of 
enhance classroom management skills, and also provide some asse ssments guidelines that can be used in English 
classes in China to give the students more opportunities to interact and express their learning. Likewise, these 
documents can be divided to three kinds: classroom management, technology in classroom and materials and 
assessments in China, which are all most concern topic for Chinese English Teachers. The documents are already on 
the website and will be a great help for the English teachers in China . Although there are just limited articles 
suitable for Chinese situation, with more participants, it would be more strategies and materials which 

Chinese English teachers really need. 
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